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We love to Sing!




Annual Report 2018-2019
This has been of year of hard work and considerable achievement for the Choir and I feel we can rightly be very pleased with ourselves. As ever, the stability of our Membership gives great continuity to our work together and a raised standard of accomplishment and confidence. We gained 3 new members from an Open Evening in September, which kept our number at 30. Erin Johnston, who joined at the
age of 14 left for Queen’s University this year. Over the years she developed a beautiful singing voice,
and sang many solos for us. We hope she will occasionally join us in the future, and wish her all the very best.
In October we recorded a CD of Christmas Music in Cloughey Presbyterian Church engineered as before by Paddy Craig, We were extremely pleased with the result, and a majority of the 200 copies are sold. In fact, we were so pleased that we submitted one of the Carols to Making Music in the hope that it would be played on Classic FM. It wasn’t. But we were That pleased!
For the rest of October and November we worked on our Summer Concert music, then the Christmas
season was upon us and as usual, we sang in Barrhall and Ard Cuan Care Homes, plus 3 more fixtures – singing carols at Portaferry Christmas Market, the Kircubbin Lights switch-on and our own concert in
Portico.  We would have enjoyed the Market better, had the acoustics in the Parish hall been more
sympathetic, and we also declined to do the Carol Ship as it is unsuitable for our Choir.  
We decided to make Portico a proper community event, by inviting Kirkistown Primary School Choir, under their teacher Steven Erwin. In addition, Eimear Roddy and Callum Burgess, children of choir members, and Jamie Brown, a friend, brought a real sparkle to our evening. They sang parts in our carols with confidence and great gusto, while Jamie also recited 2 poems. Greg Sachno dressed as Santa and recited ‘The Night Before Christmas’, and Emma Morgan, our pianist brought many to tears with her singing of a spiritual: ‘Sweet little Jesus Child’. Portico was packed with our friends and Kirkistown parents, proud to hear their children sing in Portico’s beautiful acoustics. It was a really enjoyable and cheerful evening, and we hope to do this again. We shared the door takings with Portico, and sent our amount to our Mayor’s charity, The National Autistic Society.
On 6th April, we took part in Bangor International Choral Festival. The Choir knew their pieces perfectly, and the liberating effect of having no music copies was clear. The singing was joyful and full of feeling and we were extremely proud to be Runner up in our class, with the second highest score of the whole competition.
The following Tuesday we went to Bangor Castle to spend an evening with our Mayor, Richard Smart. After performing our Festival songs a cappella, and a short tour of the Castle, we settled down with good nibbles and wine and chat. It was a very jolly relaxed evening.
We were invited to sing for an evening service in Millisle and Ballycopeland Presbyterian Church, and
agreed to hold our Summer Concert in their Church Hall on Saturday 1 st June. However, this turned out to be the date for the European Football Championship Final between 2 English football teams, so we bowed to the inevitable –and it will now be held on October 12th.
We rounded off the year with an evening meal in The Wildfowler.
Fundraising is an ongoing activity, and there was no Pub Quiz this year, but we managed to raise a lot
more than we had hoped. The Seedswap is, as ever, such a lovely way to start the gardening year, even though it generally manages to be a damp, chilly day! Many thanks particularly to Donna Moore for hosting, and of course to all those who help organize it too. We also track the progress of the plants we got, and it is very satisfying to share one’s plants with friends.
Our last engagement was to provide refreshments at the May Portaferry Market, which turned out to be
very lucrative. We also took a small amount at a stall there too, to sell off leftover plants from the
Seedswap, as well as some crafts.
We received two anonymous donations of £1000 pounds each this year. It is absolutely humbling that
someone should wish to be so generous to us. We are intending to use some of this to purchase our own microphones so that we can be mobile and independent, and will be discussing with our Membership how else we could use this money for the Choir’s benefit.
The Committee has also been examining ways to improve our website so that it is more user-friendly, and with the aim of allowing us to sell our merchandise online (tickets, CD’s) Our hopes of a local government grant to pursue this was unsuccessful, so this is forward work for our next year. Deirdre Roddy looked at new formats for selling our CD’s, and more work will be done on this too.
This year we were ‘called forward’ to apply to the Charity Commission to become a registered charity, as all voluntary organisations are now required to be. Jeanie Martin undertook to attend a workshop and assemble all the necessary paperwork for our application, and we are fortunate to have such an efficient person as Jeanie for our Secretary, because this has all entailed a lot of work for her.
We are so grateful that Emma Morgan continues to be our accompanist and choir member. It is a very
special relationship we have and long may it continue. I am also immensely grateful for our splendid
Committee members who work hard behind the scenes in so many ways. We encompass a wealth of
talents – in administration, the creative field, catering, and the social sphere, and all this is put to work for the good of the Choir.  Our Meetings are productive and cheerful, helped in very large measure by
hospitable hosts and good refreshments.
Finally I pay tribute to our wonderful Choir members. It is a privilege to work with such a committed,
enthusiastic and friendly group. Singing is only part of what goes on!
Thank you all!
Bee Kupicha
Chair and Choir Leader
Tuesday 3rd September, 2019
